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Anxiety disorders are among the most common psychiatric illnesses affecting both adults 
and children causing a remarkable social impact. 
Serotonin (5-hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT) is known to play an important role in anxiety (1) 
through actions mediated by a wide family of receptors, including the 5-HT2 receptors (2). 
Evidence supporting a role for 5-HT2 receptors in anxiety arises mainly from studies 
showing that drugs acting as agonists at the 5-HT2C receptor present anxiogenic effects in 
clinical and experimental forms of anxiety. 
In particular, the observation that m-chlorophenylpiperazine (mCPP), a functionally 
selective agonist at the 5-HT2C receptor, induces anxiety states in patients and in animal 
models (3), has promped different research lines aimed at developping 5-HT2C receptor 
antagonists for the treatment of anxiety disorders. 
Our approach to potent and selective  5-HT2c antagonist compounds based on a synergic  
Medicinal and Computational chemistry strategy  will be reported. 
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